Contemporary Arabic II
Summer Term
Contemporary Arabic II (ARAB 216)
        6 hrs. credit

Instructor: Prof. Jeremy Bullard
Phone:  +962 79 704 9857
SCOPE OF THE COURSE

ARAB 216 will build upon the skills gained in the beginning course of ARAB 116.  It will continue to expand the four skills of speaking, reading, writing, and listening comprehension.
OBJECTIVES

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to read and understand Arabic material of the intermediate level.  The will be able to compose complex sentences and will have obtained deeper reading comprehension skills within a broader variety of contemporary media topics.  Additionally, they will be able to create with the language and engage in short conversations about topics related to daily life and surroundings.  Their practical knowledge of Arab culture and traditions will extend to include common Arab rites of passage.
REQUIRED TEXTS

Brustad, Kristen, Mahmoud Al-Batal, and Abbas Al-Tonsi. Al-Kitaab fii Ta’allum al-’Arabiyya with DVDs: A Textbook for Beginning Arabic. Part One, 3nd ed. Washington: Georgetown University Press, 2011.

Tiedemann, Fridrik.  Arabic Capsules: A Levantine Arabic Curriculum, Amman, Jordan, 2012.

Tiedemann Jr., Fridrik, The 101 Most Used Verbs in Spoken Arabic: Jordan & Palestine, Al-Iqtisad Press, Amman, Jordan.  2011.

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS

Ryding, Karen. A Reference Grammar of Modern Standard Arabic, Cambridge University Press, 2005. 

Parkinson, Dilworth. A Frequency Dictionary of Arabic, Routledge, 2010.

Wehr, Hans. Arabic English Dictionary

Verb Ace software (www.verbace.com)
OVERVIEW OF THE STUDY OF ARABIC

The Arab world is unique in the degree to which it requires competence in two languages existing symbiotically, a spoken language and a standard (written) language.  They are indeed separate languages and utilization of one or the other is determined by the setting.  The sphere of their utilization does not usually cross over into the sphere of the other though it might have the capacity.  For example, though MSA is able to produce conversation it is rarely done and extremely awkward if attempted.  Therefore, the method of instruction is dependent upon the language and its sphere of use.  MSA is a written language used in all books and all scripted media.  It is taught to natives in school but is not spoken in the home.  MSA is also substantially more complex than its counterpart with a high degree of inflection.  Because of these factors Arabic is rated a Category 3 language by the U.S. State Department which means it takes almost three times as long to acquire a basic level of competence compared to languages such as Spanish or French which are rated Category 1.  In other words, the student can expect that after 3 semesters of study in Arabic the level of linguistic competence achieved will be approximately equal to that of a student who has completed one semester of Spanish.  There are multiple reasons for this which will be discussed in more depth at the beginning of the semester. 
The spoken language of the Arab world makes up what is known as a dialect continuum.  In a continuum, the location of the dialect will determine the amount of commonality with its neighbors.  Arab dialects which border one another are comprehensible but the degree of comprehension will often decrease as the distance increases.  However, it should be noted that Arabs, no matter how distanced dialectically, will change very little of their speech no matter the audience, but if a word is inquired as to its meaning then a definition in MSA will usually be given, but the language remains in dialect.  Thus, just like every Arab, the student should strive to master one dialect which will be of benefit to them no matter where they travel throughout the Arab world.  Jordanian Arabic is an excellent option because of its central location on the dialect continuum which makes it intelligible practically everywhere.
TEACHING METHODS

A wide variety of teaching methods will be utilized for this course.  Student/teacher dialogue will be active and fast-paced.  Students will practice and be drilled in proper pronunciation.  In-class reading and comprehension exercises will be given from a select number of simple narratives.  Conversation texts will be used in the classroom, with students working individually and in groups.  Some grammatical principles will be taught in lecture format.  

Practical daily scenarios in the form of dialogue will be presented by native Jordanian instructors as well as practiced and acted out with peers.  Native Jordanian guest speakers will present lessons in Arab culture and tradition.  Student will be given out-of-class assignments requiring immersion in the cultural and extensive contact with native speakers.  CGE Jordan’s vocabulary acquisition method, called “The Notebook Method” will be assigned and reviewed in class daily.
The flashcard software called BYKI www.byki.com will be required of all students for use on their laptops.  This will track all assigned words as well as review of previously learned vocabulary.  Students will either show their progress with no stale items at the beginning of class to the professor, or print screen and email the image before class. 

EVALUATION

I. Your final exam will have both oration and translation components identical to your homework.  Tests are used to evaluate your overall progress in assimilating the multiple concepts involved in Arabic linguistics.
II. Your participation and performance are a part of the final grade. The criteria used for evaluation are attitude, evidence of effort and preparation for class, and improvement during the course of the semester.
Tests, assignments, online activity completion, and class participation are all used in determining your final grade.  The relative weight given to each category is indicated in the summary following:
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EMERGENCY

In case of emergency, you should call me at the office or at home 079 704-9857 or email me at jeremyhbullard@gmail.com
I will be happy to work with you when problems arise, but you must let me know immediately if you are not able to fulfill your responsibilities as outlined on the syllabus.  DO NOT WAIT until the next day or the next class meeting to communicate with me, or you may forfeit your right to make up a test.  

OTHER INFORMATION AND PROCEDURES

Make an appointment to see me in the office if you have problems.  A brief conference is usually all that is necessary to work out any challenges that may arise.  I will be happy to meet with you as often as needed.  Be sure to also make use of the language partner system which can be coordinated with our English Studies Department, they can afford you with an opportunity to practice your Arabic and receive needed help from a native Arabic speaker for free.
NO QUESTION OR PROBLEM IS INSIGNIFICANT.  In language study, it is very common to need to hear an explanation several times, or to hear the same concept expressed in a different way.  None of the concepts you will study this semester are extremely complex when studied by themselves; however, since the concepts are interdependent, they will seem more difficult if you try to master too many at one time.
ATTENDANCE

Up to two absences, no penalty.  Five points will be deducted from your final grade, for each absence after the second absence.
Any student who misses more than 5 class meetings may receive an F for the course.
IMPORTANT NOTE: If you have not prepared for class, you cannot expect to understand the explanations or participate successfully in class activities.  Assignments for each day are indicated at the end of class.  Any necessary changes will be announced in class.
PLEASE BE RESPECTFUL OF YOUR CLASSMATES AND YOUR PROFESSOR: 

DO NOT TEXT, SEND EMAILS, OR SURF THE INTERNET DURING CLASS.

	Session                 9:00am – 10:00pm                                      10:00pm – 11:00pm                         
	11:30 – 1:30pm

	1
	
	Introduction to the Ten Verb Forms
	MSA: feminine verbal conjugations

	2
	Your First Time in Jordan
	Form I: Inflection Tables A - E 

(Past tense only)
	MSA: conjugations exclusive to MSA in the past

	3
	Telling Time &

The Days of the Week
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: conjugations exclusive to MSA in the imperfect

	4
	Verb-based sentence: Subject first 

(Ahmad understands the subject.);

Verb-based sentence: Verb first;

Form I: Inflection Tables F - J 

(Past tense only)
	Describing People, pt. 1 &

The Four Seasons
	MSA: intro to Arabic numbers 1-10 gender switching and the genitive

	5
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	Negation of Verbs;

Have you ever?...;

He has never…;

Form I: Inflection Tables K - O 

(Past tense only)
	MSA: Arabic numbers 11-19 and the counted noun

	6
	Colors, pt. 1
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: Arabic Numbers 20-100

	7
	Oral Interview
	He almost…;

He barely, He can barely…;

Form I: Inflection Tables P - U 

(Past tense only)
	MSA: more accusative particles

	8
	Describing People, pt. 2
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: adverbs

	9
	Helping Particles & Verb Helpers;

Form I: Inflection Tables A - E 

(Present tense only)
	Office & School Supplies, pt. 1
	MSA: diptotes

	10
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	Immediate future action;

I hope… / God willing…;

Form I: Inflection Tables F - J 

(Present tense only)
	MSA: Vocative particles and the cases which follow

	11
	Describing Things, pt. 1
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: relative pronouns and particles: part 2

	12
	He always… / He mostly… / 

Most of the time, he… / 

He usually… / Sometimes, he… / 

He rarely… / He never…;

Form I: Inflection Tables K - O 

(Present tense only)
	The Parts of the Body 

(External), pt. 1
	MSA: More adverbs

	13
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	He is still… / He still…;

Every day, he… / Every other day, he… /

Once a week, he…;

In general, he…, Generally, he… / 

In particular, he…, Specifically, he…;

Form I: Inflection Tables P - U 

(Present tense only)
	MSA: لا زال

	14
	Describing People, p. 3
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: review

	15
	Oral Interview
	He wants to…;

He will…;

He has to…, he should…;

Before he… / After he…;

Form I: Inflection Tables A - E 

(Command form & helping verb)
	MSA: Reading and drills

	16
	Public Places, pt.1
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: Jussives and jussive particles

	17
	Don’t…;

May he?...;

Go…;

Form I: Inflection Tables F - U 

(Command form & helping verb)
	At Home, pt.1
	MSA: imperatives

	18
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	You may not… / You can never… /

He should not… / It’s not nice to… /

It’s not good to…;
While he…; 

He wanted to…, He did want to…;

Form II: Inflection Tables A - E
	MSA: Form II and differences in MSA

	19
	Personal Information
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: Review and drills

	20
	It’s shameful to…, It’s not right to…;

He keeps on…, He continues to…;

He stopped…, He quit…;

Form III: Inflection Tables A - C
	Food & Drink, pt. 1
	MSA: Interrogatives and diffrences with spoken Arabic

	21
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	He already…;

He will never…;

Connectors, pt. 1;

Verbs: He rode, He drove, He flew

Form IV: Inflection Tables A - C
	MSA: Conversational MSA Part 1

	22
	Public Transportation
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	MSA: Conversational MSA Part 2

	23
	Review, Activities, & Drills
	Final Exam part 1
	Final Exam part 2


8

